
As PVC continues to replace deteriorating iron water lines across America, it’s no 
surprise the Ductile Iron Pipe Research Association (DIPRA) would have a few things 
to say. Here are some of DIPRA’s comments on PVC, along with the facts to set the 
record straight. 

Fact-Checking DIPRA’s Irresponsible Statements on PVC

Note DIPRA’s deceptive rhetoric to 
divert attention from its own 
failures, such as corroding iron pipes 
that can contaminate water 
supplies.

DIPRA won’t tell you 
regulations on PVC 
production prevent this …

This sentence fragment is the only 
accurate statement in this entire piece.

Duplicitous. More and more 
municipalities are using PVC, and 
the NSF has certified PVC for 
water delivery.

We’ll assume DIPRA didn’t get the 
memo that experts place a 100+ 
year life span on PVC … 

Just because DIPRA says it doesn’t 
make it so. PVC is proven to reduce 
water main breaks in extreme 
temperature, unlike iron. … which has no 

relevance 
whatsoever 
because these 
pipes are (wait for 
it) underground.

Perhaps DIPRA’s most dishonest and 
irresponsible comment yet.  Would 
DIPRA like to comment on actual 
reports that Flint, MI’s aging metal 
pipe infrastructure may be 
contributing to the city’s current 
water / health crisis?

 Why, then, are financially-strapped 
municipalities choosing PVC to 
replace iron? Because PVC is 
cost-effective – that’s why.

Note DIPRA’s use of 
“susceptible” here to avoid 
any accountability. 

VINYL VERIFIED

Just because installation and 
maintenance of PVC is 
different from iron doesn’t 
make it any “more difficult”  
or “dangerous.” Stunning.

PVC is man-made and can be 
manufactured at will.  Iron ore, 
conversely, must be mined and is at 
the whim of market availability. 


