Fact-Checking DIPRA’s Ivvespousible Statewments on PVC

As PVC continues to veplace Aeteriovating ivon water lines across America, it's wo
VI NYL VERI FI ED surprise the Ductile Ivon Pipe Research Association (DIPRA) would have o £ew things
to say. Heve ave some of DIPRA’s comments on PVC, along with the acts to set the
vecovd stvaight.
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Nete DIPRA’s deceptive vhetoric to The Dangers of Using PVC
Aivert attention from its owm
Laillures, such as covroding ivom pipes - |
Hhat com contaminate water Serious, deeply troubling and proverrhealth concerns ake J-ﬂ
supplies. associated with polyvinyl chloride {Q ‘_‘

are so great that cities, towns and companies around the . - Z*-.f;
Duplicitous. Move anA wmove world are banning or restricting its use. PVC Production ‘Y
wmunicipalities ave using PVC, amA — creates dangerous chemicals like dioxins and other

the NSF has cevtified PVC Pov

toxins that have been shown to cause cancer and birth  Pevlhaps DIPRA’s most Aishonest and
water Aelivevy.

/ defects. In fact, “cancer clusters” have been discovered ) ivrespousible comment yet. Would
DIPRA won't tell you near factories that produce PVC. DIPRA like to comment on actual
vegulations on PVC ~  veports that Flint, Ml's aging metal .
proAuction prevent Hhis .. ‘While the PVC pipe industry touts its productas a| pipe inbrastvucture may ve -

superior alternative to Ductile Iron Pipe,|the facts contributing to the city’s curvent '
suggest otherwise: This sentence ragment is the ouly water / health cvisis?

accurate statement in this entive piece.
» PVC pipe is weak. It cannot withstand stress, '

we'll assume DIPRA Aidn't get the especially common differential stresses that result in
wmewmo that experts place & |00+

yeav life spam o PVC ...

localized weak points.

* The longevity of PVC pipe is dependent on stress and time—the greater the stress, the sooner it will

fail.
Just because DIPRA says i+ Acesn’t * PVC pipedS sensitive to ambient temperatures (in low temperatures, PVC becomes increasingly brittle
make it so. PVC is provew to veduce and can break more easily, while in warmer environments PVC becomes weaker).

water main bvea}ts "f extvewme » PVC pipe loses impact strength if exposed to ultraviolet rays - PVC can lose up to 34% of its impact
tewmperature, unlike ivon. v Which has wo

strength after about one year of exposure to UV radiation.
———— velevomce
* PVYC has higher pumping and energ@t is more expensive to pump through PVC pipe than whatsoever
wWhy, Hr\e‘v\, ave fv\o\v\a:\\y-sho\l’?e‘\ Ductile Iron Pipe because Ductile Iron Pipe has a larger inside diameter. vecause Hhese
unicipalities choosing PVC to . e . : : : . - -

it l?ofl s Sth9 C, ( » ;PVC pipe is more difficult to install. It requires a much more substantial backfill, and it must be pipes ave (wait fov
veplace ivow? Because PVC is N~ . _ _ _ _ -

installed with tracing wire to ensure it can be located in the future. it) undevground.

cost-effective - that's why.
* PVC pipe is susceptible to damage from real-world shipping and handling conditions. A scratch

deeper than the thé%ness of a dime can compromise an entire length of PVC pipe.
'®Tapping PVC pipe isjdifficult and time-consuming and can be dangerous - resulting in cracked pipes,

Just because installation and injured workers, and severe water loss.

mainkenamce of PVC is @anati ng a leak in PMC pipe is extremely difficult. Most locating technigues involve transmitting sound
AiLerent Prom ivom Aoesw’t ~ waves down the pipéline. sound waves that do not travel well in plastic pipe.

wmake it any “wove Aibhicult” » PVC pipe is susceptiple to recurring interruptions in its supply chain, which has resulted in several

ov ‘Aangevous.” Stumning. “force majeur

nctiJicatir:-ns of loss of production capacity to its customers.

kl] Dangers of Using PVC Pipe

PVC s mom-made amd coam be
wmanufactured at will. Ivow ove,

conversely, must be mined amd is at
amy accountability. the whim of mavket availability.

Note DIPRA’s use of
“susceptivle” heve to avoid
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