
CLARIFICATION: These 
"consumer advocates" are 
agenda-driven opponents of PVC, 
not objective scientists or 
experts.

This group is an activist investor 
organization known for pressuring 
companies against using certain 
chemicals deemed safe for 
their intended use.

Were these samples randomly 
identified -- or intentionally 
selected? We have no way of 
knowing. The statistic can't be 
trusted.UNSCIENTIFIC. How can a 

product "test hazardous" without 
any context for its intended use? 
Bleach is hazardous but not 
when used for its designed 
purpose.

DECEPTIVE. The author 
irresponsibly conflates lead and 
PVC. U.S.-made PVC DOES NOT 
CONTAIN LEAD.

MISREPRESENTATION. 
Phthalates are not PVC, and PVC 
is not a phthalate.

MISLEADING. Phthalates are 
held in the structure of vinyl 
products. 'Leaching' is not a 
common occurrence and isn't a 
concern in normal use. 
Source: The Handbook of 
Environmental Chemistry MISSING FACTS: There are no 

regulatory limits on phthalate 
use in these products in the U.S. 
EU research found phthalate 
use in products like these to be 
safe.

UNSUPPORTED. According to US 
ATSDR reports, there is almost no 
odor from the types of 
phthalates used in plasticized 
vinyl. Phthalates do not 
evaporate easily, and little will 
be present in the air even near 
sources of production. Can Ms. 
Messerlian offer any evidence to 
support her assertion? The reporter's suggestion that 

Dollar Store items were singularly 
responsible for this child's 
situation is beyond the pale.

FALSE and IRRESPONSIBLE. 
Data in the CDC National Report 
on Human Exposure to 
Environmental Chemicals directly 
disproves this inaccurate claim. 

INNACURATE. Phthalates are 
one of the most studied and 
regulated chemical classes in 
the world.

WRONG. The CPSC has approved 
the use of high molecular weight 
phthalates in toys and childcare 
items. Congress has taken no 
action on the issue. 

STILL WRONG. Regulators 
around the world have found 
the use of phthalates in these 
types of products pose no health 
risk to children. There are hundreds of chemical 

classes where a small 
difference in composition results 
in a large difference in 
toxicology. Investigating those 
differences is what industry 
scientists and regulators do 
every day.

FALSE. Can Ms. Messerlian point 
to any reliable study to support 
her claim? The only study she 
has cited was performed four 
years ago, makes no causal link 
between phthalates and 
adverse health outcomes, and 
has never been replicated.  


