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Please educate yourselves about the toxicity and 
environmental impacts of Luxury Vinyl Plank flooring 
(LVP). LVP is made from polyvinyl chloride (PVC). PVC 
is a very rigid material that breaks easily. To prevent 
this, plasticizers are used to make the PVC pliable. 
Plasticizers cannot chemically bond with the PVC so 
you get what is called ''Plasticizer Migration" which is 
the plasticizers leaving the PVC. We have all seen old 
vinyl flooring that is brittle to the touch, this is 
because a majority of the platicizers have migrated 
out of the material. Plasticizers contain extremely 
toxic components like Phthalate esters, which can 
have a direct impact on the endocrine system in the 
human body, which controls the body's regulation of 
hormones. Not only are these chemicals migrating 
out of the LVP during the life of the product, they are 
also extremely dangerous when thermal 
decomposition is involved (fire). Hydrogen Chloride 
and dioxin are released during thermal decomposition 
of PVC. Dioxin is the most dangerous known 
man-made carcinogen. Hydrogen Cyanide is also 
released from PVC during fire and is 35 times more 
toxic than Carbon monoxide. LVP is not 
biodegradable and does not decompose when 
discarded. One of the Manufacturer Data Sheets 
''MSDS'' says ''Food or beverages should not be 
consumed anywhere this product is handled or 
stored.'' I am pretty sure that your home is 
considered ''stored'' and touching the product is 
considered ''handled''. There are a few local flooring 
''contractors'' pushing LVP as an affordable, durable 
choice for your home. The reality behind this is 90% 
of the LVP is made in China and has a huge mark-up. 
Installation is extremely easy and fast, resulting in an 
easy and fast profit. Next time you are offered a 
product like LVP / Waterproof flooring or anything that 
is made with PVC, please demand the ''MSDS", 
country of origin and warranty information. Our 
homes should be a healthy and safe space not an 
outlet for unhealthy products that promote a quick 
buck for big corporations. Thanks for reading.

WRONG. PVC in flooring is one of 
the toughest, most impact resistant 
polymers on the market. It’s why 
vinyl is widely used in electrical 
conduit and plumbing pipes. 

MISINFORMED. Plasticizers are held 
within flexible PVC flooring and do 
not readily migrate out.

OH AND BY THE WAY . . . U.S. vinyl 
flooring producers have largely 
moved away from phthalate 
plasticizers. That's not included 
here, of course, because this post 
was intended to mislead people 
about LVP.  

RIDICULOUS. Vinyl floor coverings 
must meet regulatory standards for 
use in schools or homes.  

NOPE. Hydrogen Cyanide (HCN) is 
not produced when PVC is burned.  
That is a byproduct of combustion 
of other plastics that contain 
nitrogen. (Do your homework, 
anonymous competitor.) 

TRANSLATION: Other flooring 
materials can't compete with LVP's 
unsurpassed strength and durability, 
so consumers should settle for 
weaker / inferior biodegradable 
products that must be frequently 
resurfaced or replaced over time. 

DECEPTIVE. Plasticizers are not 
used in the rigid PVC portion of 
LVP.  Plasticizers are only found in 
LVP’s resilient film layers, which are 
only ~5% of the product.

PLEASE. The person who wrote this 
is referring to older vinyl tiles – 
which were extremely durable as a 
floor covering and lasted for 
decades without cracking or 
breaking.

ALARMIST ACTIVIST RHETORIC. 
Unsupported extremist claims that 
have been disproven by peer 
reviewed research. Our competitors 
are trying to use bad science for 
their own financial gain. 

HYPOCRISY ALERT: Care to guess 
what material is blamed for being 
one of the single largest sources of 
dioxin emissions? That would be 
burned wood. FTW 

NO LONGER USED. MSDS have not 
been used by industry in either 
Europe or US since around 2015 
(they've been replaced by Safety 
Data Sheets, aka "SDS").  U.S. 
producers are not required to 
include SDS with their products 
because the ingredients within must 
meet regulatory standards. But 
anyone can still request them.


